
 

1 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (2
nd

-NOVEMBER-2021) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

The fall of Panjshir in Afghanistan has highlighted the seamy side of an unspoken international 

consensus since August 12, that the Afghan war has ended and the task now is to see what sort of 

government the Taliban form. 

Acting on this consensus, international and regional powers simply watched while the Taliban 

attacked the Panjshir valley, where resistance forces (picture) had assembled under the leadership of 

Ahmad Massoud and Amrullah Saleh. Mr. Massoud and Mr. Saleh were in negotiations with the Taliban 

for an inclusive government, but the Taliban used the talks time to surround Panjshir and cut off 

supplies, electricity and communications to the valley. Then they announced that talks had broken down 

and began a military assault, using weaponry that the United States and the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization supplied to the Afghan National Army. Much of Panjshir has now fallen and Mr. Massoud 

and Mr. Saleh are in hiding. Fahim Dashti, the resistance front’s spokesperson and a leading civil society 

actor, was killed. 

 

Responsibility redoubles 

With the fall of Panjshir all but complete, international and regional actors might feel there is 

little to be done. On the contrary, their responsibility to protect lives is redoubled by their inaction thus 

far. How much longer will we watch while the young and hopeful of the past 20 years are thrown to the 

wolves, group by group, individual by individual? 

The resistance forces represent the more liberal elements of Afghanistan. Many of them worked 

in the Hamid Karzai and Ashraf Ghani administrations, including the Afghan army; others were in 

independent civil society organisations, including the free media. They support women’s rights to 

education and public participation, elections and the orderly transfer of power, even independent 

human rights monitoring. They are Afghan nationalists who believe that Afghanistan should have 

sovereign good relations with all of its neighbours without being drawn into any of their hostilities. They 

deserve our support, not our indifference. 

The Taliban pledged at Doha that they would not take Afghanistan by force. By and large, they 

succeeded in simply walking in, though there were areas such as Herat, in which the Afghan army fought 

and lost because the U.S. did not provide air support, despite being in place to do so. At the time, events 

were so rapid that the lack of U.S. response might be forgiven (by some). But the war over Panjshir 

unfolded over two weeks, and there was time and enough to react. What we saw, instead, was the 

international community — in particular, the U.S., the European Union, the United Kingdom and other 

democracies — averting its eyes. 

 

Need for a red line 

Here is where the international community can and must draw a red line. They should announce 

sanctions until the Taliban resume talks with Mr. Massoud and Mr. Saleh, as well as progress in talks 

with Mr. Karzai and Dr. Abdullah. They can push for a United Nations monitoring force to ensure that 

humanitarian aid is allowed into the Panjshir valley, along with restored services, as demanded by 

Afghan clerics and women’s groups. They can require that Panjshir be treated as a safe zone until 

negotiations yield the inclusive government that the Taliban promised. They can say that they will not 

deal with any Taliban government that does not abide by these conditions. 

During the novel coronavirus pandemic, UN Secretary-General António Guterres called on 

warring parties across the world to ceasefire. That call was not forcefully repeated for Afghanistan. The 

UN has called an emergency meeting for humanitarian aid, on September 13. But did the Secretary-

General, UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, Martin Griffiths, even discuss the cessation of attacks on 

Panjshir, or restoration of its services, when he visited the Taliban a few days ago? Or will the 

September 13 meeting end in a meek acceptance that the Taliban’s war gains — which only soared 
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following U.S. President Joe Biden’s announcement of full withdrawal by August 31 — can set the terms 

for peace? 

In most other conflicts in which the international community has intervened — whether 

militarily or through mediation — the victors have not been allowed to set the terms for peace. In both 

Bosnia and Kosovo, all sides had to accept some form of decentralisation and minority protection; as did 

the warring parties in Sudan. 

 

Government formation 

The key now is the Taliban’s government formation. Reportedly, the group has announced the 

first members of a Taliban-only ‘interim’ administration, to allow for further ‘changes and reforms’, 
according to Taliban spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid. Since it is highly unlikely that further ‘changes 

and reforms’ will involve an expanded administration with non-Taliban members in any meaningful 

number, that will put paid to the promise of an inclusive government. Yet, an inclusive government will 

benefit the Taliban too: it would allow them to plead inability to give sanctuary to their erstwhile 

partners. Without that restraint, there will be little to prevent Afghanistan from again becoming a 

sanctuary for al Qaeda, the Jaish-e-Mohamed, the Lashkar-e-Taiba, ISIS-K (Islamic State Khorasan), East 

Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM), et al., whose members have already arrived in Afghanistan. 

 

There is leverage 

International and regional powers can still attempt to prevent such an outcome by announcing 

sanctions on the Taliban until an inclusive government is formed, without which financial aid will not 

flow and Afghan assets will not be de-frozen. Friends of the Taliban — foremost Pakistan, but also Qatar, 

China, Iran, Russia and Turkey — need to impress on Taliban leaders that an inclusive government, 

which accommodates regional and non-Taliban political leaders, is the best and speediest route to 

international recognition and the stabilisation of their rule. 

The international community is currently behaving as if it has next to no leverage. That is not 

true. Financial and humanitarian aid and recognition of a Taliban government are important not only to 

the Taliban but even more so to their supporters. Pakistan is looking to increased financial aid for the 

Afghan refugees it hosts, not to mention strategic importance as the key channel to the Taliban. China 

and Russia might think twice about cosying up to the Taliban if the rest of the international community 

sanction them. Iran has already called on the Taliban to hold elections. Qatar has invested years in 

bringing the Taliban to negotiate. They, too, are in a position to impose conditions, since they provide 

the first pillars of support for the Taliban. Regional powers, especially Afghanistan’s neighbours, have 

leverage too. They closed their borders against the refugee influx, but without open borders Afghan 

trade cannot resume. 

Moreover, a hold on financial aid and assets need not, indeed must not, prevent the 

humanitarian aid that Afghanistan so direly needs. Donors can insist that aid will be delivered by the UN 

and other accredited aid agencies, and not through the Taliban. 

 

Leaders can act 

It is not only the international community that has failed Afghanistan, for the second time. It is 

also civil society. Apart from women’s groups, few of us, whether in the U.S., Europe, West Asia/the 

Middle East or Asia, petitioned our governments to act with determination to protect our civil society 

kin in Afghanistan. It is still not too late to urge our political leaders to hold fast on an inclusive 

government. As then President Karzai found, regional political leaders are key to any government 

stability in the country. 
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If it was a costly mistake to exclude the Taliban at the 2001 Bonn conference, it will be an 

equally costly, if not costlier mistake, to exclude the non-Taliban groups that were powerful in 

Afghanistan until the Taliban walk-in of a few weeks ago. 

After all, the Taliban did not achieve a military victory. They are in Afghanistan again because 

the U.S., NATO and the Ghani government left. Surrendering the conflict does not and should not mean 

surrendering the peace. 

 

 surrender (verb) – give up, relinquish, 

renounce, forgo 

 highlight (verb) – underline, underscore, 

emphasize. 

 seamy (adjective) – disreputable, shameful, 

low, unsavoury, unpleasant. 

 unspoken (adjective) – unstated, unexpressed, 

unmentioned. 

 consensus (noun) – an idea or opinion that is 

shared by all the people in a group. 

 act on/upon (phrasal verb) – comply with, act 

in accordance with, follow, go along with. 

 resistance (noun) – opposition, defiance, 

confrontation. 

 inclusive (adjective) – all-inclusive, including all 

the parties/groups involved in something. 

 cut off (phrasal verb) – discontinue, 

disconnect, interrupt, suspend, break off. 

 break down (phrasal verb) – fail, come to 

nothing, founder, fall through, be unsuccessful.  

 assault (noun) – attack, offensive, onslaught. 

 weaponry (noun) – instruments of war, guns, 

weapons. 

 in hiding (phrase) – in seclusion, in retreat. 

 front (noun) – (political) group, party, faction, 

organization. 

 actor (noun) – participants (in an action). 

 redouble (verb) – make something more 

intense/stronger; to increase, strengthen, 

intensify something considerably. 

 on the contrary (phrase) – conversely, just the 

opposite. 

 inaction (noun) – inactivity, negligence, 

disregard. 

 thus far (phrase) – until now, till date. 

 throw someone to the wolves (or) throw 

someone under the bus (phrase) – to betray 

someone (a friend/colleague) in order to gain a 

personal advantage 

 liberal (adjective) – progressive, forward-

thinking, broad-minded, reformist. 

 orderly (adverb) – well organized, efficient, 

methodical, systematic, careful, meticulous. 

 nationalist (noun) – loyalist. 

 sovereign (adjective) – effective, efficient, 

powerful, potent, efficacious. 

 neighbour (noun) – a country that is next to 

another country; (bordering) country. 

 hostility (noun) – opposition, conflict, 

resentment, enmity, aversion, antipathy. 

 deserve (verb) – be worthy of, be entitled to, 

be qualified for, justify. 

 indifference (noun) – unconcern about, apathy 

about, lack of interest in, disregard for. 

 pledge (verb) – vow, state, promise, swear, 

give one’s word, give an assurance, commit 

oneself. 

 by and large (phrase) – largely, mostly, mainly, 

in general. 

 lack of (noun) – non-existence, absence, 

deficiency. 

 unfold (verb) – happen, occur, take place, 

transpire. 

 in particular (phrase) – particularly, 

specifically, especially. 

 avert (verb) – prevent, stop, avoid. 

 avert one’s eyes (phrase) – look away, avoid, 

deflect, deter. 

 red line (noun) – boundary, limit (not to be 

violated). 

 resume (verb) – restart, start again, return to. 

 push for (phrasal verb) – work for, support for, 

urge, promote, advocate, recommend, 

champion, espouse. 

 humanitarian (adjective) – compassionate, 

humane, socially concerned. 

 along with (phrase) – together with, 

accompanying. 
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 cleric (noun as modifier) – a religious leader (of 

a Christian or Muslim Religion). 

 yield (verb) – produce, give, provide, afford. 

 abide by (verb) – conform to, adhere to, 

comply with. 

 call on (phrasal verb) – appeal to, ask, urge. 

 warring (adjective) – opposing, conflicting, 

clashing, fighting. 

 ceasefire (noun) – a negotiated agreement 

that will be accompanied by other associated 

commitments to de-escalate the fighting; a 

temporary stoppage of war, truce, armistice. 

 cessation (noun) – termination, 

discontinuation, suspension. 

 restoration (noun) – reinstitution, re-

establishment, reinstallation, revival. 

 meek (adjective) – submissive, yielding, 

unresisting, obedient, compliant, unprotesting. 

 intervene (verb) – involve oneself, get 

involved, step in. 

 mediation (noun) – conciliation, arbitration, 

intervention/negotiation. 

 decentralisation (noun) – the process of 

distributing or dispersing functions, powers, 

people or things away from a central location 

or authority. 

 reportedly (adverb) – supposedly, seemingly, 

apparently, professedly, ostensibly, 

purportedly. 

 interim (adverb) – meanwhile. 

 put paid to (phrase) – stop abruptly, forestall, 

thwart, frustrate. 

 sanctuary (noun) – safety, protection, shelter. 

 erstwhile (adjective) – old, previous, former, 

then. 

 Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-K) or Islamic State 

of Khorasan Province (ISKP) (noun) – the IS 

faction, which came to be known as the Islamic 

State of Khorasan Province (ISKP), is recruiting 

disgruntled Taliban fighters and attacking the 

Taliban or launching terror strikes across 

Afghanistan, mainly targeting the Shias and 

other minorities. 

 leverage (noun) – influence, power, authority, 

sway, control, say. 

 de-freeze (verb) – allow (assets) from being 

used for a period of time. 

 foremost (adjective) – most important. 

 impress on (verb) – emphasize to, stress to, 

drive into. 

 accommodate (verb) – adjust, adapt, attune, 

get accustomed, come to accept. 

 recognition (noun) – acknowledgement, 

acceptance, admission; realization. 

 stabilisation (noun) – an act of making 

something more stable. 

 not to mention (phrase) – in addition to, as 

well as, besides. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving 

long-term or overall goals. 

 key (adjective) – crucial, critical, vital, 

important, significant. 

 channel (noun) – means, mechanism, method. 

 cosy up to (phrasal verb) – try to be friendly to 

someone, usually with the intention of getting 

some benefit. 

 influx (noun) – the arrival of a large number of 

people simultaneously. 

 moreover (adverb) – besides, furthermore, in 

addition. 

 direly (adverb) – urgently, desperately, 

pressingly, seriously. 

 accredited (adjective) – recognized, 

authorized. 

 determination (noun) – resolution, resolve, 

firmness of purpose. 

 kin (noun) – relatives, relations, family, 

connections. 

 hold fast (phrase) – believe in an idea/principle 

and follow it. 

 costly (adverb) – awful, terrible, woeful, 

damaging, disastrous. 

 Bonn (Conference) Agreement, 2001 (noun) – 

The Bonn Agreement (officially the Agreement 

on Provisional Arrangements in Afghanistan 

Pending the Re-Establishment of Permanent 

Government Institutions) was the initial series 

of agreements passed on December 5, 2001 

and intended to re-create the State of 

Afghanistan following the U.S. invasion of 

Afghanistan in response to the September 11, 

2001, terrorist attacks. 

 walk-in (noun) –  an assured victory. 
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